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Introduction

It’s been a surprisingly busy few months. Since our Annual Review came out in September 
the team of SWAY have been busy. In this slightly later Update – we wanted to include 
the half-term activities. You will read of our new Part-time Youth Worker (the splendid Jack 
Norridge), sample some of the best poetry from our zoom poetry group, read of fun fire-pit 
evenings along with other outdoor activities and hear news of our projected Community 
Hub. We have said goodbye to our star, Jack Coombs, as he begins his Marines training. We 
have held our first IT support morning at Niton and held a series of three Harvest services 
for Brighstone Primary School.  There is much to be done over the winter, but here is a 
slice of what we’ve been up to since September. As ever, your interest and support is very 
important to us and we are more than grateful. 

Jack Norridge 

Jack has joined us as our Part-time Youth Worker, 
commencing work in September. Newly married in 
the summer, he has made an immediate impression 
with some terrific talks in the Primary School and 
some strong contributions to all the groups. He comes 
from Northampton, was Head student in his final year 
All Nations Bible College last year, from which he 
graduated and has bags of experience in the outdoors 
which is very welcome. Jack is an excellent addition to 
the team, bringing the average age down considerably! 

Jack Coombs

In October we said goodbye to one of our long-standing members, Jack Coombs. Jack has 
been involved with SWAY since our first youth groups back in April 2015, then a shy 12 year-
old boy. Over the years he has grown in confidence and resilience through his volunteering 
at numerous events and as a Young Leader for the Pulse Youth Group in Brighstone. He has 
been a terrific role model for younger ones.
Jack said, “Sway helped me to build my self-esteem 
and confidence.” Jack really enjoyed the residential 
trips to Wales and the Lakes: they were great fun and 
enabled him to develop as a young man. Jack tells us 
that being a Young Leader and volunteering also helped 
him broaden his mind, learn how to interact with people 
in different settings, develop life skills and transfer those 
life skills into supporting others in their own volunteering 
and activities. SWAY has encouraged Jack to explore his 
faith and develop his Christian beliefs over the years. It 
has been his ambition for some years to embark on a 
career in the Marines. He has finally achieved it and we 
are so proud of him, as this strong young man goes off 
to commence his training. We prayed for him at one of 
our recent fire-pits and commended him to God.



Photos
By Jacob Mills

To have the strength to fall away, the 
determination to give in, the resolve to leave 
these walls behind and beg away my sin, is it so 
much to ask of you, to give me what I seek, to 
see the world in miniature and dance in purple 
streaks?

I see your face wife of mine settled, sitting still, 
how often I would glance at you, how often I do 
still, I hear you laugh upon the wind, your chatter 
on the breeze, your gentle whisper by the sea, 
your song within the trees, how could I think of 
travesty, how could I think of loss, your blue eyes 
glistening in my heart, your chilling glare like 
frost, yet now you are distant, stained parchment 
makes your skin, your blue eyes, dull and lifeless, 
peering from within, yet no inkling did I give to 
you of the love in which you taught.

I see your face brother mine, leaning by the chair, 
all trust up in overcoats, pomade in your hair, I 
see your face in clarity your youthful tingly smile, I 
often remember your strong legs how easy you’d 
run a mile, how could I think of losing you, how 
could I think of hurt, your strong and muscular  
figure of yours, standing tall and alert, but now 
you are much older, colourless and stiff, your 
nimble body stagnant, the sheen wiped from your 
quiff, yet no inkling did I give to you, of the love 
your kindness wrought.

I see your face father mine, placed against the 
wall, how painful it is to think of you, to see your 
face at all, I knew your tended moustache, the 
keenness of your palm, how little Alfie followed 
you, the bitter scent of balm, how could I think 
of missing you, how could I think of strife, your 
steady soothing stillness, a constant in my life, 
yet now you have grown silent, your frame turned 
brittle and  cold, the scents that one enveloped 
you, replaced with damp and mould, yet no 
inkling did I give to you of the respect your 
presence bought.

I see your face mother dear stood next to your 
book, you gave your all to everyone, you never 
ever took, how sweet you would read to me the 
pride you took in words, how swiftly you would dart 
around, baking tarts and curds, how could I think of 
mourning you how could I say goodbye, your voice 

of pure solace sent drifting to a sign, yet now you do 
not comfort me, you shan’t help another soul,  life 
absent from your kindness, a barren gaping hole, 
yet no inkling did I give to your effect upon my 
thoughts.
 
For now my life is waning, I no longer know myself, 
my family and my friends dotted on the shelf, for 
soon I shall be lifeless, stagnant and alone my body 
weak my heart cold, a chill bleeding hole, yet not 
inkling did I give to you, yet now perhaps I ought

Lily Cottage 
By Lucy Peckham

Back to the future: the cottage,
Moving day, missing school.
The magical wisteria flows over the gate and wall
Like purple fairies fluttering,
Standing so tower-tall.
Oh what it was to be at home,
How I miss my home sweet home.
 
Back to the past: my first entry,
Moving furniture in.
I tremble with nerves up the stairs,
About to take off again,
I climb up the second flight of stairs.
I stood there for a min.
It then began to feel like home,
How I love home sweet home.
 
Back to the present: leaving day,
It’s time to say goodbye.
Now I must sadly move away
To make new memories,
Find somewhere new for me to play,
Leave the house to others.
Thank you for my loving home,
I’ll always remember home sweet home.

Poems from the Zoom Poetry Workshops



Nobody came today 
By Peter Johnson

Nobody came today,
She fully understands, has lived so long,
Walked many paths, with many friends,
Enjoyed easy company, testing moments.
 
But now the light glows dim
The candle flame burns low
The ebb of life flickers faintly
For no one came to see her today.
 
Across her stress-strewn face
An anguish anchored deep within
Stifled in this silent lockdown
For no one came to see her today. 
Shuffling around the four-room home,
Jobs patiently completed, plates washed
Collapses exhausted in the old chair
But no one came today.
 
And yet, oh and yet, a hope rises within,
In calmer moments a hope that lives still
The look that says, Someone will come
Always there and always will be.
 
Her eyes light up, her heartbeat quickens
To echo the song of a far-off land
Approaching fast with the Shepherd
Who gathers at last all His sheep home.

Winter 
By Chloe Oxley 

Coldness fills the air 
Winter breeze traveling through 
Heat up the fire ready for smores 
Wrap up warm for the cold winter’s night. 

My Dream of Summer 
By Catherine Hoare

Despite a jumper a chill runs down my spine,
I gather warm thoughts to brighten the decline,
gazing beyond my rainy window, instead,
dreaming of perfect summer moments ahead:
cloudless sky reflected on the silky sea,
soft top cars, hair flying in a hot summer’s breeze,
glacé chocolate ice-cream melting in a cone,
afternoon tea with strawberries, jam and scone,
picnics; clinking glasses with chilled lemonade,  
dosing on a blanket in the dappled shade,
waft of scent; evening primrose and sweet pea,
nectar drawn admiral butterflies, honey bee,
birds’ minor key chorus at the crack of dawn,
early morning dew drops clinging to the lawn,
barefoot children squealing in sheer delight,
dashing through shower rainbows of a hosepipe,
candyfloss, rise, fall of roller coaster thrills,
festival music floating across the hills,
church bells ring young loves united forever,
sand sculpture adorned with stone, shell and 
feather,
dogs paddling on the beach, glimpse of seagull 
chase,
best of all, sun shining fire upon your face.
Seems a distant dream when it’s a dull damp day,
the other side of my pane; seasons away.



Activities

We know that this has been a tough time for all our young people 
and families. Whilst there are still many restrictions on normal activity 
and meetings in daily life, we have felt it important that young people 
and leaders meet safely together in person; to talk, laugh and learn. 
So besides the Zoom Youth Groups, Virtual Cook-Along and Poetry 
Workshops, we have arranged a range of outdoor activities. Since the 
start of term we have had the sponsored Ride and Stride in September 
in aid of the Historic Churches Trust and we have been holding a series 
of socially distanced fire-pit evenings – two in Niton and one in the 
Brighstone/Brook area each week. We have averaged 10 young people 
for each evening, which is our maximum, so that is 30 different young 
people a week: a great follow up to the summer activities. There is 
something special about a campfire – it draws us in with its light and 
heat, encouraging conversation and intimacy, sitting around a fire in the 
dark pulls us back together and helps us reconnect and build bonds 
with each other. The evenings have involved a taste of pickle-ball, fun 
games and cooking various tasty treats on the fire. The young people 
particularly enjoyed whittling sticks to wrap bacon around, cooking 
marshmallows and chocolate squares in bananas.  

These have been good evenings, 
much appreciated by the young 
people, who have been separated for 
so long. A thought at the end of the 
night encourages them to think a little 
deeper about life. Our hope is to keep 
meeting around the fire throughout 
November, but if necessary, we will be 
meeting virtually. 



Over the two week half term we have 
been very busy.  During the first week, a 
small group went mountain-biking above 
Brighstone and we had two firepits on 
the beach for different age groups. IN 
the second week a rather larger group 
expended energy at Tapnell Aqua Park – 
that was cold but fun! Finally, on two very 
wild and windy days two Kayak journeys 
from Newtown to the bridge near Ningwood 

were completed with determination by 11 
young people. These were fun journeys that 
left everyone soaking wet, but with a sense 
of satisfaction. Overall these half-term 
activities have involved 33 young people 
with 47 places taken. It is so important 
at the moment to get these youngsters 
out, enjoying the fresh air and building 
relationships.  



Technology Training Sessions

Since the restrictions of the Covid pandemic 
we have been exploring different ways of 
supporting our SWAY families and other 
families in the area who need our help.
At the end of September we offered a 
technology session run by Jack Norridge. 
It was attended by a small group of 
people who were socially distanced within 
Niton Methodist Church Hall. The group 
appreciated Jack’s help and enjoyed being 
out and meeting people again. There was a 
request for another session, as many parents 
are either struggling with virtual sessions or 
need support to use parental controls. So 
another session for parents is being held on 
4th November in Niton.
We are now looking at other activities that 
parents can attend. We are hoping to start 
Christmas craft mornings and run a cooking 
course in the New Year. Depending on 
restrictions these will be either online or 
in person. These events will be advertised 
on our new SWAYSWAPS Facebook page: 
please check this for details. We are also looking to continue to meet with parents who need 
extra support or someone to chat to. 
Please contact Andy or Jennie (jennie.swaymail@gmail.com, 07823347618) if you or anyone 
you know, would benefit from our support.

Community Hub

Richard Webb and his team are continuing to explore the idea of establishing a Community 
Hub in Chale Green. This has now reached a crucial stage. It is hoped that within the next 
few months we shall be clear about the progression of this project to establish a base for 
SWAY at the centre of the area. Please keep this in your prayers. 

Summary

As you can see the SWAY team has been busy. Catherine Hoare, our Administrator, has 
been an enormous help in enabling all of this to happen smoothly and making the necessary 
changes with the changing guidelines. We want to leave you with a few pointers for prayer, 
along with our continued thanks and appreciation for your support and interest.
Please pray for:
• the success of various grants being submitted
• the progress of plans for the Community Hub
• the smooth and efficient working of the SWAY team 
• (Andy, Jennie, Jack and Catherine, along with volunteers and Trustees)
• Plans to keep contact running through the winter months



GIFT AND DECLARATION FORM

Just fill in this form and return to:
Post: The Exchange, New Road, Brightstone, PO38 4BB
Email: sway.exchange@gmail.com

My details are:

First Name ............................................................    Surname ......................................................

Home Address ....................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................       Postcode .......................................

SWAY can increase your donation by 25% at no cost to you by ticking here.

I want to Gift Aid my donation I make in the future or have in past 4 years to SWAY. 
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less income tax and/or Capital Gains 
tax than the amount of Giftaid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my 
responsibility to pay any offence.

Signature .......................................................................      Date ......................................................

Please notify SWAY if you want to cancel this declaration, change your name or 
home address or no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains. 
If you pay income at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional 
tax relief due to you, you must include all your Goftaid donations on your self-
assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your Tax code.

Standing Order Mandate

To the manager (your bank name) ................................................................................................

Bank Address ......................................................................................................................................

Sort Code ................ / ................ / ................     Account number ................................................

Account in the name of ....................................................................................................................

Please pay to: South Wight Area Youth Partnership (SWAY)
Account no: 81783211     Sort Code: 40 - 34 - 26

The sum of:    £2             £5             £10            £20            Other ...........................................


