
 

Update – October 2018 

This is our third and final Update for 2018 and we are now well into the new term 

with all youth groups’ busy and upcoming events currently being planned by the 

team. After an excellent and eventful summer and a couple of weeks recess, the 

SWAY team are now back in full swing and action across the South Wight. There is 

much to tell and not a lot of space to tell it, so here goes! 

The Summer of ‘18 

 Corfe Camp in June was our best yet. We had 52 camping on the Saturday 

evening (on top of 14 of our older young people on Friday night to help to 

set up) and over a 100 present at our BBQ. With 28 young people to 

Newtown Church on Sunday morning, we had a full church and were led 

in worship to the sounds of Stormzy’s “Blinded by Your grace” – an 

unforgettable experience!  

 Dunsbury Football Tournament was not quite how we envisaged it. There 

were lots of young people there enjoying a swim in Patrick and 

Susannah’s lovely swimming pool (amazing on that very hot summers’ 

afternoon), but few who wanted to play football. However, there were 6 

adult teams who hotly (the right word for it!) contested the trophy on the 

sand pitch. The SWAY Leaders’ team rather surprisingly beat the visiting 

Seely team from London in the final, largely owing to Andy Evans’ goal 

scoring prowess! A great afternoon which raised around £1500 - planned 

to be repeated next summer (the Seely team want their revenge).  

 The Wales trip was a very special time. 17 young people and 6 leaders 

stayed at the CMC (Christian Mountain Centre) near Harlech, enjoying a 

challenging day in the Rhinogs and a multi-activity day that included some 

team building and some gorge walking (with an attendant 

thunderstorm!). This trip has developed into a key time for our 

engagement with some young people. The team of leaders worked 

excellently together and the young people had a memorable and 

worthwhile time away.  

The Gap Years 

We reported in our May Update that we were hoping to get another Gap Year 

student to replace Katelyn Collins. The good news is that we got two! Grace Long 

based in Niton and Ellie Hodgson based in Brighstone. We are confident that they 

are going to add much to our team this year 

Grace 

I have grown up in Norwich in a Christian family, living with my 

Mum, Dad and three younger siblings. In the last year, I 

completed my A levels in History, Art and Spanish. Despite 

obtaining a place at university, I felt that God was calling me to do 

something else this year. I came across Youth for Christ’s Year 

Out Programme and decided to apply and have been placed on 

the Island to do youth work for a year.  

Being close in age to some of the young people we work with in SWAY, I hope to 

be viewed by the young people as someone they can relate to and trust; opening 

up to conversations about faith. Since being on the Island, I have enjoyed 

becoming involved with various youth groups and events and I am excited to see 

how the year progresses.  

Ellie 

I am from Wolverhampton and I live with my Mum, Dad and 

brother. I’ve grown up in a Christian family. Last year I did my A 

levels in Maths, Physics and French. I had a place to do 

Engineering in Wolverhampton, but felt at Spring Harvest this 

year a calling to volunteer my time and the YFC year out seemed 

like the perfect opportunity. I signed up and they placed me on 

the IOW.  



I think I bring enthusiasm and exuberance to SWAY. I have lots of ideas on how to 

make Christianity relevant and interesting to young people, who are disillusioned 

and have switched off from the church. I love being on the Island so far; everyone 

has been so lovely and considerate, and I think I am finally getting to grips with 

the bus timetable! 

Niton Re-organisation 

With a re-organising of the age groups - Rock Solid and Roots - both groups are 

buoyant and growing, with some exciting days ahead, particularly for Roots. On 

top of the wealth of young families in the church, with growing children, these are 

times of promise and hope for the area.   

Family Worker 

Jennie continues to do some brilliant work with some of our families. She is 

beginning to see some major and encouraging changes in different areas and 

lives. She is continuing her involvement with Strengthening Families with the 

Council and has a voice in that arena. Her work is vital for those families with 

which she is involved. These are families of some of the young people we are 

involved with and whom she supports in a variety of ways. This is a vital 

dimension of the work of SWAY.  

Family News 

It is wonderful to report the safe arrival of little Zachariah Trentz Dorning in May. 

A new addition to a family is a time of great joy as well as the start of some 

broken nights, but we rejoice with Andy and Vivi in this wonderful addition to 

their family.  

It is also wonderful to report Andy Evans’ engagement to Sophie as a result of his 

successful (phew!) proposal following the Wales’ trip. They are now thinking 

ahead to the big day and we wish them every blessing.  

Funding 

You will have read our Annual report and noticed there that we will break even 

for this year, which is excellent news. However, our income is not equal to our 

outgoings as yet, so we are still looking for grants to sustain our work in the 

longer term. But we do thank God for the signs of His blessing that we have seen 

over the last few months. We have had some generous donations since May, as 

well as income generated from the Pearl Evening and the Football Tournament.  

There is still some way to go, but we believe God is blessing the work of SWAY 

and there is a general air of thanks for His goodness within the team and the 

Trustees. Keep on praying and keep on supporting the work, but give thanks too.  

A vibrant start 

All groups are now back in session for this year. All groups are growing, thriving 

and asking questions, which is so encouraging. Pulse began with a Slime party 

attracting 16 youngsters from Brighstone Primary School. The Young Leaders’ 

Course began this month at Medina Valley Centre involving 11 of our young 

leaders. This was a very promising start for this Course, with these young people 

of diverse backgrounds from across the area engaging in what it is to be a Young 

Leader. There will be 2 more over the next few months, developing their 

leadership potential and skills. We look forward to seeing these young people 

volunteering across the area over the months ahead.  

Pray:  

 Bonfire night on 2nd November 

 Night Hike in Brighstone on 9th November 

 Young Leaders’ Course continuing in January and April 

 Stars of Wonder concert on 9th December 

 The team of Andy D, Andy E, Jennie B, Grace L and Ellie H 


