


Looking back to our previous Update, so much has changed. Plans have been scrapped, fundraising 
and trips abandoned and the year has been radically turned upside down. On top of the strain felt by 
so many families on the Island, there is now the additional pressure felt with the current restrictions 
and financial concerns. This is not an easy time for anyone. We wanted to take this opportunity to let 
you know what SWAY are doing in response to the current crisis. 

Zoom Ahead!
After an initial cessation of activities, SWAY has continued to communicate with young people and 
families in the area. SWAY’s youth work now involves regular video/phone contact with upto 15 young 
people on a weekly/bi-weekly basis, supporting them and encouraging them. The family work also 
offers support to a number of families with contact and offers of help. SWAY’s work also now includes 
assisting with the education of several young people.

In these very unusual circumstances and times other ways of communication and gathering together 
are being explored by our society and SWAY has not been slow in taking advantage of the available 
technology. The team has been running 3 virtual youth groups via zoom

•  Roots (Niton) for around 14 young people
•  Attitude (Brighstone/Shorwell) for around 10 young people
•  Open House (whole area) for around 8 young people

These weekly groups have enabled young people to meet, interact, play some fun games on the zoom 
platform and explore faith issues in difficult times. Michael and Luke, our Gap Years, though they have 
now officially finished their year, have joined us for many of these sessions. 

Hiking Challenge 

Well, we can’t go to the Lakes this summer, but… 
we have been challenging our young people and friends to join in a fun activity to raise funds for  
SWAY and the Food Bank by ‘Hiking at Home’. With the aid of a website they have joined ‘Face your 
Staircase and rise to the Challenge’ and sought sponsorship for the steps they have taken in ‘climbing 
Scafell Pike’ in this virtual way. Though the challenge will have been mainly completed by the time  
you read this (it runs from 4th - 13th May), the Just Giving link [ www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
south-wight-youth ] is being kept open so that you can make a donation if you so wish. We would 
be enormously grateful. You can also see some of the action updates by going onto SWAY’s facebook 
and Instagram pages; there will be plenty of action uploaded by those who taken part. Enjoy! 

         Scan this quick-link with your mobile camera 
         www.justgiving.com/fundraising/south-wight-youth 

Support, Changes and the Future

The team and wider support group have continued 
to meet on Thursday mornings on zoom, to 
support the work and to stay in touch. The Trustees 
have also continued to meet to pursue the vision 
for a Community Hub for the whole SWAY area. 

The addition of Catherine Hoare as our new 
Administrator has greatly boosted our efforts of 
efficiency and organisation. Catherine, despite 
the unusual working circumstances, has already 
proved her worth in bringing some order to, and 
enabling the work of, SWAY. 

The Trustees and the Team are looking beyond this 
current emergency as to how we can further the 
vision of SWAY and build on the effectiveness of its 
work. Clearly, we need to be mindful of funding, 
when so many Charities are finding the times 
difficult and this is an area we are working on with 
energy and urgency.

Plans to bolster and build the team for this coming 
September are very much under consideration. 
This might include more Gap Years, but it might 
also include another part-time Youth Worker. A 
Community Hub is certainly at the heart of all 
these plans and dreams. 

With our communities being tested like never 
before we believe SWAY has a very important role 
to play in community resilience and regeneration 
and in the support for young people and families 
that is grounded firmly in our vision and the 
hope we hold out to them. We thank you for your 
continued support for SWAY as we seek to serve 
the young people and families of our area. 


