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SWAY – Hiking Challenge 2020 

Well, that was quite a week! We wanted to do something to bring the young people 

together in a joint venture in our isolation and raise some funds for the Isle of Wight 

Foodbank and SWAY (particularly for our big trips). We wanted to inspire our young people, 

give them a purpose for the week and make some noise!  

We didn’t quite expect the result we got. We were blown away by the response. We had 13 

young people climbing Scafell Pike and 6 adults. We had some really excellent videos sent 

in of the arduous endeavours of young and old alike. Watch out for the upcoming film of 

the journey! Word began to get out on Facebook and in and around people’s families and 

friendship circles. The momentum grew and the funds started rolling in, getting stronger 

each day. Young people started carrying more weight up the hill. Some tried to beat their 

time each day, some just aimed to get to the top. Some were forced to do night climbs! 

We were staggered by the support we received from so many people, some known to us; 

some not, but they had heard and wanted to give. We want to say an enormous thank you 

to all of those people who gave and supported our journey up that iconic mountain. We 

want to thank all of you for taking an interest and following our progress over the week. We 

enjoyed it immensely. It truly gave us a sense of purpose at this difficult time. It made us 

think about climbing the real Scafell Pike next year and we felt, for a moment or two, that 

we were actually climbing the real thing.  

We also wanted to say an enormous thank you to all of you who took part in the climb. It 

was fun, wasn’t it? Your commitment impressed us and your energy surprised us. For those 

of us of longer years (notably Maurice Kane, Steve Pike and myself), our legs were put 

through their paces and the perspiration flowed. But it was good to be doing this together.  

So, once again, a massive thank you to those of you who gave and an equally massive 

thank you to those of you who pushed upwards repeatedly against gravity day after day. 

The Foodbank and SWAY trip fund are both very grateful, as are we!  

     Peter Johnson 

     Chair of Trustees 

 
 


