
Giving Hope and Focus to the Youth of South Wight

Wales Trip 22nd – 25 th August 2018

This year we stayed at the Christian Mountain Centre near Llanbedr,

Harlech. In fact, we stayed at their Cottage (a big one at that) at the

end of a tiny, winding, steep lane hidden in the trees and steep slopes

of typical Welsh terrain. We took 17 young people from the area of

SWAY and had 6 leaders. This required 2 minibuses and 1 car for the

food and Pete Taylor!

We had a series of thoughts throughout the time there; Who am I?

Where am I going? What does God do? What do I live for? These were

presented at the start and end of each day and gave the young people

something to think about.

We wanted to build a sense of team work and togetherness over the

time together. This was done in various ways. We had turns in washing

up. We had initiative tasks that required working together and we had

a strenuous walk up a mountain where mutual support was an

important part of the walk.

The food was provided by Pete Taylor ably supported by Jack Coombs.

We had cooked breakfasts each morning, apart from the last morning

when an abundance of pancakes were consumed by the group. We had

a BBQ and a full roast chicken dinner. We were well catered for!

Our first full day was an epic day out in the Rhinogs! The Rhinogs is

a very special area, with few paths and rugged slopes. We attempted

to climb Rhinog Fawr. All went well until reaching the final summit



slopes, when the wind got up and the rain came down. We could see

little after that point. After getting to the top of a steep, scree slope

we decided to retreat. We were all very wet, it has to be said, but the

team work and endurance showed by the young people was

remarkable.

Never was a BBQ more welcome that night at the cottage.

On the second day the group was split into two, with each doing some

Gorge Walking and a series of initiative challenges. One group did

Gorge walking in the morning whilst the other did it in the afternoon.

This was enormous fun, stretching the young people again. There was

a great deal of laughter heard throughout the day from the young

people and the leaders.

On the final evening we all spent an hour on the beautiful beach at

Harlech, running up and down the enormous sand dunes, making

patterns in the sand or just looking over to the beautiful Nefyn

Peninsular. Arriving back at the cottage, we had our final thought for

the day from Andy E about living fully for Jesus. Beth led our

Presentation of Awards, including Best Helper, Overcoming Fear,

Endurance and Best Mountain Climber Awards. Jerry should have

gained an Award for best Flossing, which raised an uproar of applause.

Andy D finished the evening by showing some of the video footage

captured of the trip.

The journey back was long, but fine. We all arrived back in good time

for the 5.00 p.m. at Southampton.
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