
January 2019 Update
2018 was a year of new beginnings for SWAY.
With Council funding ending in March we had 9
months of securing alternative funding for the
work across the area. This coincided with growth
in the team with the addition of Ellie Hodgson
and Grace Long, our 2 Gap Year students. There
were also new beginnings with the
commencement of the Young Leaders’ Course in
October.

It is good to reflect on our journey and 2018 was
a year of consolidation, new ventures and
growth. We thank God and each one of you for
your continuing support in our work with young
people and families across the area. We really
could not do any of this without your valued
support, whether that is financially, prayerfully
or volunteering in one of our groups or events.

January 2019 arrives with a mountain of fresh
challenges for many of us. It is a year of
uncertain prospects, not just in SWAY, but



across the whole country and even across the
world. One would have to be completely insular
not to realise the magnitude of the challenges
facing the UK and indeed the world in 2019.

This Update is intended to inform and encourage
you to pray and support once more the work of
SWAY in 2019. Let us first highlight some of the
opportunities that are ahead for us in SWAY

Opportunities

 Our second Young Leaders’ Weekend is on
the 25th and 26th January at the Medina
Valley Centre. We are excited about getting
these 11 young people together to think
about leadership, serving and working
together.

 Our 2nd Pearl Evening to showcase and
celebrate the work of SWAY to as wide an
audience as possible is on 18th May.

 Further ahead we have our SWAY Corf
Camp in June, the Dunsbury Football
Tournament and our Residential Trip to the
Lakes in the Summer – more on these later.

 Of course, there are regular groups meeting
every week – Roots, Rock Solid, Youth
Alpha, Pulse, Attitude and Chale Youth –
and these are healthy vibrant groups that
need your prayers, as we try to engage



with young people and introduce them to
faith and Jesus.

Milestones

Andy Evans has been with us for nearly 3 years
and has developed into a competent and highly
valued youth worker. We have glimpsed talents
(not to mention goal-scoring prowess) and gifts
emerging in him that promise good things for
the future. He is due to complete his degree in
Youth Work and Applied Theology in June and
will be seeking God’s guidance for his future
beyond the summer.

Grace and Ellie are proving their worth as our
Gap Year students and we are privileged to have
them working with us. They have added
enormously to our team and both are pondering
where is the next step in God’s plan for them
come September.

Jennie continues to do sterling work amongst a
growing number of families. She has made this
aspect of our work a vital, essential and
transformative component. Since presenting a
case study at a Council meeting to OFSTED,
Jennie has ensured that the work of SWAY is
valued and recognised in wider circles.



Funding

At both the Stars of Wonder concert and the
Carol Service at Mottistone in December the
collections were for SWAY. We were delighted
that together this raised £800. This was a terrific
amount and we are very grateful.

We wrote Christmas cards to 16 people or
couples who had been particularly generous in
their support with one-off gifts last year. That
exercise alone reminded us how God had blessed
us through those generous gifts. There are many
others who give regularly and we are equally
grateful for that commitment to supporting
SWAY.

However, the challenge for 2019 is to find
sufficient funding to still be in good shape this
time next year. Currently, we do not have
enough to be assured of that. As the early
Church in the early years of it’s life was
precarious, so the work of SWAY is precarious
and mindful of our dependence on God. We are
currently applying for a number of grants, but
these take time and their outcome is far from
certain.

Without further grants or giving we will not be
able to continue the good work that has begun



and is continuing beyond this year. We would
ask you to pray for those grant opportunities
that we are submitting and that we might secure
the funding support that is essential for this bold
and much needed work of bringing hope and
focus to the youth and families of South Wight.


